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Dept. of Agriculture inspectors Mark Zotti (holding clipboard) and Kurt Nieminen

checking cattle in the livestock barn at the Woodstock Fair.

MONITORING ANIMAL HEALTH, OWNER’S COMPLIANCE AT CONNECTICUT FAIRS

By Steve Jensen, Office of Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky

WOODSTOCK - The three tiny kid goats in an open-top pen
at the Woodstock Fair drew a steady stream of visitors, many
who couldn’t resist reaching down to pet the friendly animals
as they passed by.

But because the goats bore no identification and the owner
had not posted a required rabies warning, the direct contact
with people drew the attention of two Department of Agricul-
ture inspectors checking on the health of all animals being
exhibited at the fair.

“If you put a rabies-warning sign up you can stay,” inspector
Kurt Nieminen gently told a young woman tending to the goats
in the fair’s agricultural exhibits building last month.

The only farm species for which there is a licensed rabies
vaccine are horses, cattle and sheep. Rabies vaccines are not
licensed for use in goats, pigs and llamas.

State regulations require those animals that are able to be
vaccinated to have proof of a current rabies vaccination.

Those that are not must be double-fenced to prevent direct
contact with the public, or display a sign stating: "Connecticut
Rabies Advisory Notice - Do Not Feed or Touch The Animals.”

State and federal regulations also require livestock to have
USDA-approved identification such as a metal ear tag, or a
leg band for poultry.

Most livestock also must have a health certificate issued
within 30 days of their first show date by an accredited veter-
inarian.

Goats’ health certificates must certify that the animals are
in good health and not showing signs of infectious, conta-
gious and/or communicable diseases such as Tuberculosis
and Brucellosis, and are not from Scrapie-exposed herds.

Nieminen and inspector Mark Zotti had a similar conversa-
tion with a woman who was showing a large sow that was
feeding her six piglets.

Because there is no rabies vaccine for swine, it was espe-
cially important that a warning be posted near the pig’s pen.

“Just a handwritten sign will be fine,” Zotti told the woman.

“Okay,” she replied. “Just tell me what to say.”

The two violations of state animal regulations resulted only
in warnings to the keepers of the animals.

(Continued on Page 3)



PA LIVESTOCK SUMMARY
Avg. Dressing

SLAUGHTER COWS: Low HIGH

breakers 75-80% lean 82.00 90.00
boners 80-85% lean 83.50 92.50
lean 88-90% lean 80.00 87.50
SLAUGHTER STEERS
HiCh/Prm 3-4 125.00 130.00
Ch2-3 120.00 126.00
Sel1-3 115.00 120.00
SLAUGHTER HOLSTEINS
HiCh/Prm 3-4 115.00 117.50
Ch2-3 110.00 114.00
Sel1-2 102.00 109.00
SLAUGHTER HEIFERS
HiCh/Prm n/a n/a
Ch2-3 120.00 124.00
Sel2-3 110.00 116.00
CALVES graded bull
No 1 110-125 Ibs 225.00 275.00
No 1 80-105 Ibs 260.00 300.00

NEW HOLLAND, PA
SLAUGHTER LAMBS:Non-Traditional Markets:
Ch/Prime 2-3

50-60 Ibs 242.00 260.00

60-70 Ibs 210.00 234.00

80-110 Ibs 180.00 192.00

110-130 Ibs 170.00 180.00

130-150 Ibs 152.00 160.00
SLAUGHTER EWES: Good 2-3

90-100 lbs 100.00 110.00

160-200 Ibs 80.00 84.00
BUCKS

120-160 Ibs 76.00 160.00

SLAUGHTER KIDS: Select 1, by head, est.
No test.

SLAUGHTER NANN'ES/DOES Sel1,by head, est.
130-180 Ibs 225.00 275.00

SLAUGHTER BUCKS/BILLIES: Select 1
150-250 Ibs 270.00 300.00

NEW HOLLAND, PA. HOG AUCTION

All prices per cwt.

52-56 200-300 Ibs 49.00 57.00
300-400 Ibs 48.00  54.00
48-52 200-300 Ibs 46.00 52.00
300-350 Ibs 42.00 45.50
Sows1-3  300-500 Ibs 38.00 47.00
500-850 Ibs 44.00 48.00
Boars 400-850 Ibs 5.00 7.00

VT WEEKLY FARMERS MKT REPORT
Sunday, September 27, 2015
Retail-per unit

APPLES -LB .75 3.00
BEETS-BUNCH 1.50 3.00
BROCCOLI-LB 2.00 5.00
CABBAGE-HEAD 1.00 3.00
CARROTS-BUNCH 1.50 2.50
CORN-DOZEN 3.00 6.00
CUKES- EACH .25 1.00
EGGPLANT-LB 1.50 5.00
GARLIC-LB 8.00 16.00
GREEN BEANS-LB 1.98 4.00
ONIONS-LB 1.50 2.50
POTATOES, NEW-LB 1.00 2.00

POTATOES, WHITE-LB 2.00 2.00
TOMATOES, CHERRY-LB 2.50 5.00

WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES

Boston Terminal and Wholesale Grower Prices

NEW ENGLAND GROWN

LOW
APPLES, CORTLAND, NG, BU 22.00
APPLES, EMPIRE, XFCY, BU  20.00
APPLES,GALA,FNCY, NG, BU  18.00
APPLES, GALA, XFCY, BU 25.00
APPLES,GINGRGLD, FCY, BU 20.00

APPLES,HONYCRSP, XFCY,BU 40.00
APPLES, MACINTOSH,FNCY,BU 15.00
APPLES,MACOUN, XFCY, BU 32.00

HIGH

22.00
24.00
18.00
28.00
22.00
45.00
18.00
35.00

APPLES, MACOUN, FCY, BU 28.00 28.00

APPLES, MUTSU, NG, BU 20.00
APPLES, SPENSER, BU, NG 22.00
BEANS, CRANBRY, BU 45.00
BEANS, GREEN,HND PKD, BU 18.00
BEANS, WAX, HND PKD, BU 26.00

BROCCOLI, CRWN CUT, 20LBS 18.00

CABBAGE,GRN, 50LBS 12.00
CARROTS, LOOSE, 25 LBS 10.00
CARROTS, BUNCHED, 24 10.00
CIDER, APPLE, 4-1 GAL 18.00
CIDER, APPLE, 9-1/2 GALLON 20.00
CORN, 5 DOZ 14.00
CUKES, SS, 1-1/9 13.00
GOURDS, 1-1/9 20.00
GRAPES, CONCORD, 8-1QT 25.00
KALE, 12 COUNT 15.00
LETTUCE, BOSTON, 24 15.00

LETTUCE,HYDROPONIC,12 CT 15.00

LETTUCE, RED LF, 24 15.50
PARSNIPS, 20 LBS 22.00
PEACHES, 2-1/2” MIN,1/2BU  24.00
PEARS, BOSC, 4/5 BU 24.00
PEPPERS, BELL,GRN, 1-1/9 15.00
PEPPERS, CHEESE, 1-1/9 25.00
PEPPERS,CHRRYHOT, 1/2 BU 10.00
PEPPERS, FRYERS, 1/2 BU 10.00
PEPPERS, LONG HOTS, 1-1/9  15.00
PEPPERS, RED, 1-1/9 30.00
PEPPERS, SUNTAN, 1-1/9 10.00

22.00
22.00
45.00
20.00
28.00
18.00
15.00
12.00
10.00
18.00
22.00
18.00
15.00
32.00
25.00
17.00
16.00
15.00
16.50
24.00
24.00
28.00
15.00
25.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
30.00
12.00

PUMPKIIN, BIG MACK, 24"BIN 285.00 285.00

PUMPKINS, FACE, PER LB .20
PUMPKINS, HOWDN, SM,1/2 BU 18.00
PUMPKINS, PIE, 1-1/9 14.00
RADISHES, 12 BUNCHES 10.00

SQUASH, ACORN/BTTNT,1-1/9 15.00

SQUASH, GOLDZUCH, 1/2BU  10.00
SQUASH,GRN, YEL, 1/2 BU 10.00
SQUASH, GREY, SM, 1/2 BU 26.00

SQUASH, HUBBARD, 3 COUNT 10.00

SQUASH, PATTYPAN, 1/2BU  10.00
SQUASH, SPAGHETTI, 1-1/9 17.00
SQUASH,SWEETDMPLNG,1-1/9 20.00
SQUASH, TURBAN, 1-1/9 20.00
SWISS CHARD, 12 COUNT 12.00
TOMATOES,GRAPE, 12-1PT 20.00
TOMATOES, YELLOW, 12-1PT 25.00
TOMATOES, PLUMS, 20 LBS 15.00
WATERMELON, 6 COUNT 15.00

.20
20.00
16.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
30.00
10.00
12.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
14.00
20.00
25.00
15.00
15.00

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Middlefield, CT, October 5, 2015

Bob Calves: LOW HIGH

45-60 Ibs. 47.50  50.00
61-75 lbs. 83.00 130.00
76-90 lbs. 167.50 170.00
91-105 Ibs. 172.50 175.00
106 Ibs. & up 171.50 182.50
Farm Calves 185.00 190.00
Starter Calves 45.00 55.00
Veal Calves 100.00 195.00
Open Heifers 120.00 170.00
Beef Heifers 91.00 112.00
Feeder Steers 130.00 160.00
Beef Steers 107.00 128.00
Stock Bulls 170.00 180.00
Beef Bulls 115.00 120.00
Replacement Cows n/a n/a

Replacement Heifers n/a n/a

Boars n/a n/a

Sows n/a n/a

Butcher Hogs n/a n/a

Feeder Pigs n/a n/a

Sheep 75.00 90.00
Lambs 90.00 180.00
Goats each 75.00 340.00
Kid Goats 25.00 155.50
Canners up to 81.50
Cutters 82.00 84.00
Utility Grade Cows 85.00 87.00
Rabbits each 6.00 12.00
Chickens each 3.00 20.00
Ducks each 12.00 25.00

Auction open Columbus Day
October 12

NORTHEAST EGGS/USDA
Per doz. Grade A and Grade A white
in cartons to retailers (volume buyers)

XTRA LARGE 1.87 2.07
LARGE 1.81  1.95
MEDIUM 1.57 1.70

NEW ENGLAND SHELL EGGS

Per doz. Grade A brown in
carton delivered store door. (Range)

XTRA LARGE 264 2.75
LARGE 253 2.64
MEDIUM 1.87 1.97
SMALL 1.03 1.13

NE WHOLESALE-ORNAMENTALS

Mums, 6” , ea 210 2.10
Mums, 97, ea 3.20 3.20
Mums, 12" ea 10.00 10.00
Mum, 12” Hanger, ea 10.00 10.00
Straw, Std Bale, ea 750 7.50
Straw, Mini Bale, ea 5.00 5.00

BISON MEAT— GRASS-FED RETAIL
USDA MONTHLY REPORT
September 10- Price per pound/$

Ribeye Steaks 16.49  31.98
Filet Mignon 22.00 55.00
Flat Iron 13.59 16.00
Chuck Roast 12.47  13.00
Ground Bison (bulk lean) 8.83  12.25

Liver 6.50 9.95
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FOR SALE

1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first inde-
pendent NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency. Christ-
mas tree growers, beekeepers, sheep breeders, organic farmers
and all others, call us for all your insurance needs. 800-554-8049
or www.bludon.com

2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we do it
all. Call Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or
www.bludon.com

3-R. Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer con-
trol, gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491-2290.

4-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg
cases, 30 doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm 860-376-2227.

5-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, endorsed
by the CT Farm Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm insurance
and get better protection. References available from satisfied
farmers. Call Marci today at 203-444-6553.

8-R. CT non-GMO grain and corn. Hay and straw. Pleasant
View Farms. Louis. 860-803-0675.

96-R. Wooden apple boxes 1 1/9 bu, 2000, $4/each. ¥z bush-
el baskets, $4/each. Call Doug 860-657-4172.

101-R. Christmas Greens: Quality wreaths and roping. Many
sizes and varieties. Samples gladly shown. 203-457-1344.

103-R. Manure spreader. New Holland Model 185. Tandem
with composite floor. Hydraulic tailgate. Excellent condition.
$5,200.00. Call 203-269-9070.

105-R. Wholesale apples for sale-Macoun, MaclIntosh, Cor-
land, and Red Delicious. Best Prices. Call Mike at 860-712-2919.

106-R. Christmas trees- Wholesale Douglas Fir, 6.5' — 8.5’,
Broken Arrow Nursery, Hamden. 203-248-1018.

107-R. Polled Herefords bred back. $1,000.00 each. John
Deere Factory 3pt Hitch. Fits 2 cyls. $800.00. Call 860-537-8890.
108. Tractors for Sale: Ford Jubilee with loader, concrete

counterweight, and tire chains. $2,000.00. Oliver Model 70.
$1,200.00. Three Wheel Cushman hydraulic dump bed. $450.00.
Call 860-617-8652.

WANTED

85-R. Standing timber wanted. Hardwood/Softwood. Top pric-
es paid. Licensed and insured. 10 acre minimum. 860-798-4039.

99-R. Help Wanted- Greenhouse Manager. Successful, fast-
growing hydroponics operation located in Cheshire is currently
seeking a qualified individual to join our team on a year round
basis. The successful candidate will possess prior greenhouse
experience working in a demanding, fast paced environment. This
individual will have a strong attention to detail, the ability to priori-
tize on a daily basis, and management skills necessary to moti-
vate and lead teams of workers on a project basis. In addition, the
innate sense of getting plants to grow optimally is essential. Sala-
ry is commensurate with experience. If interested, please contact
Allyn Brown at allyn@maplelane.com

109-R. Wanna Grow Solar? Investors looking for 10 acres of
land, within 1/3 mile of high tension power lines, to lease for solar
photovoltaic panels. $20,000.00 to $40,000.00 per year. Call
Nevin, /Flamig Farm. 860-916-0644.

MISCELLANEOUS

6-R. Farm/Land specializing in land, farms, and all types of
Real Estate. Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural ex-
perience and 40 years of finance. Representing both Buyers and
Sellers. Call Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-
5667.

CT FARM EMPLOYMENT CONNECTION

97-R. Wanted: Working Orchard Manager and passionate
person for family owned orchard in Central Connecticut. We grow
apples, pears, peaches and nectarines, for pick-your-own, whole-
sale and our store. Call for more details. 203-213-8833.

102-R. Help wanted, looking for someone for help/partnership
for cheese making/ice cream production and distribution of the
products in the Storrs, Eastern CT area. Call 860-428-9502.

MONITORING ANIMAL HEALTH AT CT FAIRS
(Continued from Page 1)

“We’re more concerned with animal health and making owners
aware of the rules than we are with handing out violations,” Zotti
said. “A big part of what we do at these fairs is education.”

Failing to keep health certificates and other documents with the
animal is perhaps the most common problem the inspectors en-
counter.

“The paperwork really should stay in the show box with the ani-
mal,” Nieminen said.

Going from stall-to-stall in the Woodstock livestock barn, the
inspectors found several more cases of missing or incomplete
health documents.

“Can | see your paperwork, please?” Zotti asked a man wearing
a John Deere T-shirt who was preparing to exhibit some cattle.

“It's in the truck,” the man replied. “Might take a while to get it.”

While the man retrieved the documents, the inspectors spoke
to a young woman from Massachusetts who had a certificate of
health for her cows, but the document contained no required spe-
cifics of what vaccines had been administered.

Zotti suggested she call the veterinarian and have the infor-
mation sent by e-mail to her cell phone.

“We just need to know what vaccines were given, when they
were given and when they expire,” Zotti explained to her. “We
need to see proof of vaccine for rabies, TB and brucellosis.”

Nieminen said most exhibitors are happy to produce the paper-
work.

“It can cost several hundred dollars to have everything up-to-
date so it’s not fair if one person has done what they’re supposed
to do and other people haven’t,” he said.

In the poultry and rabbit house, Zotti and Nieminen checked to
make sure all the animals had proper food and water, as well as
identification.

Meeting with the fair's Poultry Supervisor, Julia Boyce, the in-
spectors leafed through her thick folder of health certificates and
exhibition permits that must accompany each animal.

Boyce said she had informed all potential exhibitors that they
would need to be in full compliance with state regulations before
being allowed to show their animals.

“We only had one that was iffy,” Boyce told the inspectors. “She
said she couldn’t find her paperwork so she dropped out.”

All poultry being exhibited must be identified and test negative
for Salmonella pullorum within 12 months of the show date.
Poultry must also be certified as having originated from flocks
free of avian influenza, or be tested for the virus within 30 days of
entry at the fair.

All cages, crates and vehicles used for housing and transport-
ing poultry must be cleaned and disinfected before and after
each show.

Doves, pigeons and waterfowl are exempt from testing require-
ments, but must be identified by leg bands or wing tags.

Dr. Bruce Sherman, a veterinarian and Director of the agricul-
ture department’s Bureau of Regulation and Inspection, said the
agency’s enforcement efforts are designed to increase compli-
ance with regulations through education, rather than issuing vio-
lations.

“Our goal is to make sure livestock and poultry being exhibited
are treated well and have received proper veterinary care to help
prevent any potential incident of disease being spread,” Sherman
said. “And in the great majority of cases, that’s also exactly what
the owners want for their animals.”
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' K now that animals carry germs that can make people sick

N ever eat, drink, or put things into your mouth in animal areas

@ Ider adults, pregnant women and young children should be
extra careful around animals

ash your hands with soap and water right after
visiting the animal area. Use alcohol-based hand
sanitizer if soap and water are not available

How tc:: be Safe Around Animals!
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Clockwise from above left: Dept. of Agriculture inspector Kurt
Nieminen at a Woodstock Fair pen holding kid goats that had
no required identification or health certificates; a sign posted
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by fair officials; a sow and her piglets in a pen that lacked a ra-
bies warning sign; a pen of alpacas and llamas with the proper

rabies warning.
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